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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 1 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 2 

OF THE TOWN OF BERNALILLO 3 
HELD AT THE TOWN  4 

May 4, 2021 5 
6 

The Planning & Zoning Commission of the Town of Bernalillo met in person and virtually via WebEx 7 
in regular session within the laws and rules of the Town on May 4, 2021 at 6:31pm. 8 

9 
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 10 
Chairperson Duran called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM, and led those attending in the Pledge of 11 
Allegiance. 12 

13 
ITEM 2: ROLL CALL 14 
Upon roll call the following members were found present: 15 

16 
PRESENT: ALSO PRESENT (via WebEx): 17 
Chairperson Juanita M. Duran       Gary Gritsko 18 
Commissioner Antonette Eichwald (Via WebEx) Michael Cadigan 19 
Commissioner Joseph O. Quintana Paul Liebert       20 
Commissioner Dominick Lepore Jock Embry 21 
Commissioner Sandra Candelario (Via WebEx) Rob Arnold 22 
Commissioner Raul Montaño John Wilhelmsen 23 
Commissioner Joseph Moreno (Via WebEx) Oliver Romero 24 

Racquel Gonzales-Petelski 25 
Richard Costales 26 
Craig Calvert 27 
Dolores Bonilla 28 
Michael Martinez 29 
Lorraine Stubblefield 30 
Mike Kloeppel, Economic Dev. Director 31 
Others Present Not Identified 32 

33 
ALSO PRESENT (in person): 34 

ABSENT: Stephanie Shumsky, Planning & Zoning Director 35 
None LeeAnn Romero Planning & Zoning Clerk 36 

37 
 A quorum was present 38 

39 
ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 40 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded 41 
by Commissioner Lepore and it carried unanimously. 42 

43 
Roll Call Vote: 44 
Chairperson Duran - yes 45 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 46 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 47 
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Commissioner Eichwald - yes 48 
Commissioner Candelario - yes 49 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 50 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 51 
 52 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 53 
 54 
ITEM 4: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 55 
Commissioner Montaño made a motion to approve the minutes of April 6, 2021 with the following 56 
corrections: 57 
Line 119: Add “of” after most 58 
 59 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Candelario and it carried unanimously. 60 
 61 
Roll Call Vote:  62 
Chairperson Duran - yes 63 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 64 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 65 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 66 
Commissioner Candelario - yes  67 
Commissioner Moreno – yes 68 
Commissioner Montaño – yes 69 
 70 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 71 

 72 
ITEM 5: SWEARING IN OF WITNESSESS 73 
All WebEx and in person witnesses were sworn in individually on each item by Chairperson Duran. 74 
 75 
ITEM 6: PUBLIC HEARINGS 76 
A. SumP21-002 SUMMARY PLAT: Alpha Pro Surveying LLC (agent), on behalf of Chad and Sheri 77 
Kizer (property owners), requests approval of a Re-Plat of Lot 104 into two lots located within the Town of 78 
Bernalillo's 3-mile planning and platting jurisdiction at 15 Second Mesa in Placitas, Township 13 North, 79 
Range 4 East, Section 23, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Sandoval County, New Mexico, containing 80 
approximately 2.428 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 81 
 82 
Gary Gritsko, agent for the applicant stated that this item is for a property in the Sundance Mesa 83 
Subdivision. Mr. Gritsko also stated that the La Mesa water company already has a well on the 84 
southern part of the lot. Mr. Gritsko stated that now the water company wants to put up a building with 85 
an arsenic treatment facility, so they are wanting to buy the section of land that they currently have 86 
equipment on. Mr. Gritsko also stated that the process has been going on at Sandoval County, and 87 
Sandoval County has already approved the zoning because the creation of these lots is going to make a    88 
smaller lot than what is normally allowed. Mr. Gritsko also stated that the smaller lot would only be 89 
used for the water company, while the other residential lot would still be owned by the Kizers. Mr. 90 
Gritsko stated that the Kizer’s lot is over an acre, so the southern part of the lot is what La Mesa would 91 
be purchasing. Mr. Gritsko stated that the county commission has already approved the zone change, 92 
along with the variance for the water system to be located on the land. Mr. Gritsko stated that this 93 
Commission hearing directly related to the last step of this process.  94 
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Commissioner Quintana made a motion for approval of SumP 21-002 SUMMARY PLAT, Alpha Pro 95 
Surveying LLC (agent), on behalf of Chad and Sheri Kizer (property owners), requests approval of a 96 
Re-Plat of Lot 104 into two lots located within the Town of Bernalillo's 3-mile planning and platting 97 
jurisdiction at 15 Second Mesa in Placitas, Township 13 North, Range 4 East, Section 23, New 98 
Mexico Principal Meridian, Sandoval County, New Mexico, containing approximately 2.428 acres 99 
(according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 100 

101 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore and it carried unanimously 102 

103 
Roll Call Vote: 104 
Chairperson Duran - yes 105 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 106 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 107 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 108 
Commissioner Candelario - yes 109 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 110 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 111 

112 
Motion Carries – Item Approved 113 

114 
B. SumP21-003 SUMMARY PLAT Lorraine Stubblefield (agent), on behalf of Rafael and Blanca Angel115 

(property owners), requests approval of a Re-Plat of Lots 3-A and 3-B, Lands of Minerva Garcia, into one 116 
lot, located at the northwest corner of Gutierrez Road and Roadrunner Lane in Township 12 North, Range 4 117 
East, Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, 118 
zoned R-1A and containing approximately 0.368 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records) 119 
Record states that the applicants were not in attendance for the meeting. 120 

121 
Record shows that Lorraine Stubblefield, agent for the applicant was not able to hear the meeting 122 
content, so she was called by phone to submit her statements for the record. 123 

124 
Ms. Stubblefield stated that the applicants, Mr. & Mrs. Angel are requesting approval of the 125 
combination of the two lots into one lot at the northwest corner of Gutierrez Road. 126 

127 
Chairperson Duran asked Ms. Stubblefield if she had any additional statements to make. 128 

129 
Ms. Stubblefield stated, “no, I think it’s pretty clear.” 130 

131 
Commissioner Montano made a motion for approval of SumP21-003 SUMMARY PLAT, Lorraine 132 
Stubblefield (agent), on behalf of Rafael and Blanca Angel (property owners), requests approval of a Re-133 
Plat of Lots 3-A and 3-B, Lands of Minerva Garcia, into one lot, located at the northwest corner of Gutierrez 134 
Road and Roadrunner Lane in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, Section 5, New Mexico Principal 135 
Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned R-1A and containing approximately 136 
0.368 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records) 137 

138 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore and it carried unanimously. 139 

140 
141 
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Roll Call Vote: 142 
Chairperson Duran - yes 143 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 144 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 145 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 146 
Commissioner Candelario - yes 147 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 148 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 149 

150 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 151 

152 
C. ZMA21-002 ZONE MAP AMENDMENT: Modulus Architects Inc./ Angela Williamson, CEO153 
(Agent), on behalf of D&G Price Limited Partnership (Property Owner), requests approval of a Zone Map 154 
Amendment from Special Use (SU) for Shopping Center with Master Plan to Special Use (SU) for Office, 155 
(Indoor) Equipment Maintenance and a Fenced Outdoor Equipment Storage Yard, with Master Plan, at 156 
Venada Plaza, legally described as Venada Plaza Subdivision, Lot 5-B, located in Township 13 North, 157 
Range 3 East, Section 36, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New 158 
Mexico and containing approximately 7.325 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 159 

160 
Craig Calvert, agent on behalf of Modulus Architects stated that they are requesting to modify the current 161 
approved zoning from SU – for a regional shopping center with master plan to allow for a special use for 162 
office, shopping center, maintenance, and a fenced equipment storage yard with a master plan. Mr. Calvert 163 
stated that the site is already identified as a high intensity commercial focused area with an approval for a 164 
shopping center. Mr. Calvert also stated that it has already been established that this site is appropriate for 165 
commercial development. Mr. Calvert stated that the applicants submitted a thoughtfully planned, 166 
conceptual master plan, that shows the locations and dimensions of the property and the structures. 167 

168 
Mr. Calvert gave a very detailed overview of the application submitted to the Planning and Zoning 169 
Commission for consideration. Mr. Calvert also detailed to the Commission the benefits of this location in 170 
relation to business, local taxes, and jobs that it could bring to the residents of the Town of Bernalillo. Mr. 171 
Calvert also stated various goals of the comprehensive plan that this development was looking to achieve, 172 
such as the jobs to housing imbalance within the community. Mr. Calvert also stated that this development 173 
could bring in between 40-100 full time jobs for Town residents. 174 

175 
 Mr. Calvert gave an overview of the traffic and congestion issues that occur on Sheriff’s Posse Road, while 176 
maintaining that these challenges are not unique to the area and are often a fact of life in New Mexico as a 177 
result of population increases. Mr. Calvert stated that the Middle Region Council of Governments has 178 
adopted a transportation plan for the Town of Bernalillo, to provide a wide range of congestion management 179 
strategies that may be called on to address some of the traffic congestion in the area. Mr. Calvert stated that 180 
a variety of uses have been compared to address traffic impacts, with the approved shopping center 181 
generating the highest amount of traffic, apartments bringing the second highest volume of traffic, and the 182 
proposed office use bringing in the lowest volume of traffic. 183 

184 
Mr. Calvert also mentioned to the Commission that in the application, there is detailed information on 185 
building blueprints, vehicular pathways connectivity, general lighting, and parking lot locations. Mr. Calvert 186 
also stated that in the site plan they have reviewed and addressed many of the proposed conditions of 187 
approval detailed in the staff report. Mr. Calvert stated that some of these conditions included adding in a 188 
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bar scale, including the building setbacks, types of lighting, and types of equipment. Mr. Calvert also stated 189 
that many of the other concerns that the Commission had were all noted, including site data, conceptual 190 
elevations, hours of operation, and shielding of lighting. Mr. Calvert respectfully requested for the 191 
Commission to consider a motion of approval for this item, while also letting the Commission know  192 
that he was available to take any questions that they may have.  193 
 194 
Commissioner Quintana stated to Mr. Calvert that there was some concern regarding the 195 
environmental plan for property in the form of nitrate pollution. Commissioner Quintana asked Mr. 196 
Calvert if the applicants had started preliminary remediation work on that.  197 
 198 
Mr. Calvert stated that a lot of items have been addressed regarding that, and it is Mr. Calvert’s 199 
understanding that the well was up near the gas station, the only one of concern, has been addressed as 200 
well. Mr. Calvert also stated that there is a letter from the New Mexico Environmental Health 201 
Department that stated that the land was clear to be developed.  202 
 203 
Commissioner Quintana stated that he has a question regarding the quality of Mr. Calvert’s fencing, 204 
since fencing would be a big concern to the residents in the area. Commissioner Quintana stated that 205 
the pictures of the fence were chain link, and it was his understanding that Mr. Calvert had other 206 
materials in mind for this particular project. Commissioner Quintana also stated that the appearance 207 
and quality of fencing were definitely a concern, so he asked Mr. Calvert if he could assure that the 208 
Commission that the fencing would have a more high-end look.  209 
 210 
Mr. Calvert showed the Commission three different elevations of possible fences or walls. These 211 
options include cast in place concrete with concrete pilasters, metal posts and rails with architectural 212 
pre-finished panels, or CMU with CMU pilasters and a pre-cast cast.  213 
 214 
Chairperson Duran stated that another concern was to make sure that the neighborhood would look 215 
nice, while also making sure that the equipment couldn’t be seen. Chairperson Duran stated that the 216 
fencing would be critical if the item was to be approved.  217 
 218 
There was a public comment by Racquel Gonzales-Petelski. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she was 219 
speaking on behalf of the residents of Sheriff’s Posse Road. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski also stated that 220 
there was a concern that this zone change might set the tone for the rest of the development off of 221 
Venada Plaza, Spanish Bluff, that will directly affect Sheriff’s Posse Road and its residents. Ms. 222 
Gonzales-Petelski stated that the residents don’t feel as though Mr. Calvert’s statement that this 223 
development won’t affect the residents of Sheriff’s Posse is not true. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski also stated 224 
that Mr. Calvert stated that this development would create 40-100 jobs, which would increase the 225 
amount of traffic on Sheriff’s Posse Road. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that the Commission has had 226 
the discussion of suggesting the employees from this development would need to use NM 528, and 227 
how this statement is just not enforceable. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that considering the remainder 228 
of the commercial lots available for development in the area, and the additional amount of traffic that 229 
they would generate, a traffic study should be conducted as part of the approval process since it will 230 
directly affect the residents of Sheriff’s Posse Road.  231 
 232 
There was another comment by Michael Cadigan, the attorney representing Richard Costales. Mr. 233 
Cadigan stated that he represents Mr. Costales and Corazon Del Bosque LLC who own the 234 
residentially zoned subdivision immediately east of the subject property. Mr. Cadigan stated that it is a 235 
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neighborhood that has not yet been developed, but the owner invested in the property relying on the 236 
zoning that was in place at the time that he bought it. Mr. Cadigan also stated that the owner invested 237 
in the infrastructure with plans to build a nice residential neighborhood and has contracted builders to 238 
do so. Mr. Cadigan also stated that as the Commissioners know, New Mexico law provides that zone 239 
changes are disfavored. The original zoning in place is assumed to be correct, and in order to justify 240 
lawfully; the applicant must prove that either the original zoning is wrong or that the neighborhood has 241 
changed, and that the new zoning is beneficial to the community. Mr. Cadigan stated that the applicant 242 
has proven neither of these. Mr. Cadigan stated that there is no indication that the original zoning is 243 
wrong, and there is certainly no indication that the neighborhood has changed, and most importantly 244 
the new zoning would be detrimental to the community compared to the existing zoning. Mr. Cadigan 245 
stated the existing zoning in neighborhood commercial, which would be appropriate next to residential 246 
subdivisions, while the zoning that is being requested is the type of zoning seen in manufacturing 247 
zones. Mr. Cadigan also stated that this zoning distinction is for extremely heavy use, and is meant to 248 
be kept away from residential neighborhoods. Mr. Cadigan stated that in looking at the pictures Mr. 249 
Calvert submitted, we see quite a bit of heavy equipment that is often used to build bridges and roads. 250 
This equipment would be started up early in the morning, and coming back late at night, bringing in 251 
diesel smoke, added noise, and dust. Mr. Cadigan stated that Ms. Shumsky pointed out in her staff 252 
report that this road was never meant to handle the heavy traffic or heavy equipment, such as trailers 253 
that would be transporting the equipment. Mr. Cadigan stated that as Ms. Gonzales-Petelski pointed 254 
out, the road was also never meant to handle 40-100 cars per day. Mr. Cadigan also stated that the 255 
traffic impacts would be significant, and the roads are not made for this sort of use. Mr. Cadigan also 256 
stated that the equipment held on the yard would be extremely expensive and valuable, and would 257 
require high intensity lighting that would flood into the adjacent neighborhoods, and there would be 258 
dust, noise, and general disruption that is associated with construction equipment. Mr. Cadigan stated 259 
that there is also no indication that the tax base would stay in the town, since this is a construction 260 
company that will base its gross receipts taxes on the places where the construction jobs are done, not 261 
where the office or headquarters are located. Mr. Cadigan once again pointed out that in New Mexico, 262 
such as in Albuquerque Commons Partnership vs City of Albuquerque, the neighbors have the right to 263 
rely on the existing zoning, unless it is thoroughly provided that either the zoning was wrong, or that 264 
the new zoning would be more beneficial. Mr. Cadigan stated that staff has recommended denial, and 265 
on behalf of Mr. Costales, he urges the application be denied.  266 
 267 
There was another public comment by Rob Arnold. Mr. Arnold stated that along the same lines as Ms. 268 
Gonzales-Petelski, and Mr. Cadigan as far as road conditions go, there is no way that we can reduce 269 
the traffic through Sheriff’s Posse Road now. Mr. Arnold also stated that he has lived down Sheriff’s 270 
Posse Road longer than any of the subdivisions have been here, and back when Sheriff’s Posse road 271 
was just a dirt road, Sandoval County came in and paved it, they graded it to 4 to 6 inches of asphalt. 272 
Mr. Arnold pointed out that there is no sub base to support any of this type of traffic, especially the 273 
heavy equipment. Mr. Arnold also stated that with the current construction on US 550 and NM 528, 274 
there have been numerous large trucks coming down knocking over large cottonwood tree branches. 275 
Mr. Arnold stated that last week, there was a semi that knocked a large branch into the road, and the 276 
Town had to be called out to remove it. Mr. Arnold stated that he truly believes that this is not the 277 
place for an industrial facility. Mr. Arnold told the Commission that his son works at a service yard, 278 
and it is not a clean place. Mr. Arnold also stated as the trucks come and go, diesel and hydraulic fluid 279 
are leaked out constantly. Mr. Arnold stated that he cannot see how something like this would fit in 280 
near a residential neighborhood, and he is asking that it be denied on behalf of all the other residents 281 
on Sheriff’s Posse Road. 282 



Town of Bernalillo - Planning and Zoning Commission  
Meeting Minutes  
May 4, 2021  
 

  
 

There was a public comment by Richard Costales. Mr. Costales stated that there was not much more 283 
that he could add in addition to the previous public comments, but he did state that he was totally 284 
opposed to this development because it would be detrimental to the Corazon Del Bosque subdivision, 285 
because of all of the points the other members of the public made, so he also strongly recommended 286 
denial.  287 
 288 
Commissioner Quintana stated that Ms. Gonzales-Petelski, Mr. Costales, Mr. Cadigan, and Mr. Arnold 289 
could all agree that there is no perfect solution for this piece of property, and for the unique qualities 290 
of Sheriff’s Posse Road. Commissioner Quintana also cautioned to these public members that they 291 
should be careful what they wish for, because out of all the proposals that the Commission has seen for 292 
this property, this particular item has the potential for the least amount of traffic. Commission 293 
Quintana stated that the projections for shopping center, apartment complex, and other associated uses 294 
would increase the amount of traffic on Sheriff’s Posse Road by factors of 5-10.  295 
 296 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she could appreciate what Commissioner Quintana stated, but for the 297 
last year and a half she has been working with Mayor Torres in regards to Sheriff’s Posse Road and 298 
the traffic issues, and she believes that without a traffic study on this road, they cannot continue to 299 
allow new development to occur without understanding the specifics of what this road can handle. Ms. 300 
Gonzales-Petelski stated this encompasses all development, not just what is being requested currently. 301 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she asks that we seriously start looking at the traffic study as a whole 302 
for Sheriff’s Posse Road.  303 
 304 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Gonzales-Petelski if she was suggesting that her organization 305 
would be against any type of development whatsoever on this piece of property until there is a traffic 306 
study conducted. 307 
 308 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she never said that they were against development, instead that they 309 
were against development without the proper facts to support the development itself. Ms. Gonzales-310 
Petelski stated that Ms. Cadigan stated it very articulately when he said that a traffic study should be 311 
the first thing conducted, before any developments are allowed.  312 
 313 
Commission Quintana stated that no matter what happens, Sheriff’s Posse Road is going to be 314 
congested.  315 
 316 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she is just requesting that the best solution be discussed and 317 
addressed before any development continues, so that the residents are not left with the problems 318 
surrounding the development.  319 
 320 
Commissioner Quintana stated that the Commission sympathizes with that but this proposal seems to 321 
bring in the least amount of traffic to Sheriff’s Posse Road.  322 
 323 
Chairperson Duran asked staff if the traffic study that was going to be done in the area was completed. 324 
 325 
Ms. Shumsky stated that the traffic study was completed with the Venada Plaza shopping center that 326 
accounted for the allowed development densities with the shopping center, including the subject site. 327 
Ms. Shumsky stated that whatever traffic would be generated from the subject site as a shopping 328 
center has already been accounted for in the study. Ms. Shumsky also stated that the applicant has 329 
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already identified the difference between what would be allowed under the existing zoning, and what 330 
is allowed under this proposed development, and it is significantly less traffic. Ms. Shumsky stated 331 
that what Ms. Gonzales-Petelski is referring to is a comprehensive study of Sheriff’s Posse Road, and 332 
that has not been conducted yet. Ms. Shumsky also stated that we should be receiving the traffic study 333 
for the proposed At Rio developments, which is at the 550 and Sheriff’s Posse intersection area. Ms. 334 
Shumsky stated that there was not yet a plan for looking at the intersection, which is all residential 335 
development. Ms. Shumsky also stated that we have all of the data to show the traffic engineer how 336 
many lots are platted that are not yet developed, along with how many acres are available for 337 
development, so this information can easily be put into a study, but this is basically going to show 338 
what traffic counts are, and what if any improvements can be made to Sheriff’s Posse Road. Ms. 339 
Shumsky stated that this has not yet been planned because we are waiting for the current traffic study 340 
to be completed.  341 
 342 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Shumsky if we have a projected completion date for that study.  343 
 344 
Ms. Shumsky stated that the developer stated that the completion date should be in a week, but to be 345 
safe, she is going to give him until the end of May. At this point the engineer needs to review it, but 346 
the commercial component is still being held up at Town Council, and the residential portion has been 347 
remanded back to the Planning Commission for consideration of that traffic study. Ms. Shumsky 348 
stated that as soon as she received it, and the engineer has reviewed it, she will be scheduling the 349 
residential part for the Commissions reconsideration, which would then allow the Town Council to 350 
proceed on the commercial portion.  351 
 352 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski is really wanting the Town to look at the portion in between Venada Plaza and 353 
the At Rio area.  354 
 355 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Shumsky if she stated that this traffic study could be completed in 356 
as little as a few weeks. 357 
 358 
Ms. Shumsky stated that this was not what she said, instead that the information was available to be 359 
given to the traffic engineer to help it along. Ms. Shumsky stated that after speaking with the At Rio 360 
developer, there were some complications with the traffic engineer, and late summer could possibly be 361 
a completion date.  362 
 363 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Gonzales-Petelski if she has seen the preliminary traffic reports.  364 
 365 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski asked Commissioner Quintana if he was referring to the At Rio traffic study or 366 
the Venada Plaza traffic study.  367 
 368 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Gonzales-Petelski if she has seen the traffic study for this 369 
particular piece of property, and if she would need to have traffic studies for the entirety of Sheriff’s 370 
Posse Road before considering any development.  371 
 372 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that the residents are asking for the entirety of Sheriff’s Posse Road, and 373 
she was under the impression that the Venada Plaza traffic study was old. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski asked 374 
when this traffic study took place.  375 
 376 



Town of Bernalillo - Planning and Zoning Commission  
Meeting Minutes  
May 4, 2021  
 

  
 

Ms. Shumsky stated that she believed the traffic study was completed in 2007 or 2008, when the 377 
Venada Plaza shopping center was established.  378 
 379 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that at the last Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting it was stated that 380 
since so much development has occurred, the traffic data was no longer relevant to what is happening.  381 
 382 
Chairperson Duran stated that she didn’t believe that was a statement from the Commission, but 383 
instead that may have been Ms. Gonzales-Petelski’s interpretation.  384 
 385 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that she is just requesting that traffic just be looked at again since so 386 
much has changed since 2007. Ms. Gonzales-Petelski also stated that so much development has 387 
happened since 2007, and she was under the impression via Ms. Shumsky, that Mr. Snyder’s At Rio 388 
traffic study only encompasses the At Rio development as opposed to the length of Sheriff’s Posse 389 
Road from north to south.  390 
 391 
Chairperson Duran stated that Ms. Gonzales-Petelski was correct.  392 
 393 
Ms. Gonzales-Petelski stated that the residents understand that development is coming regardless, but 394 
they really want to understand what the effects will be.  395 
 396 
Mr. Cadigan urged the Commission to not only consider a traffic study that does nothing but count the 397 
traffic on a given day, but to also consider the type of traffic. Mr. Cadigan briefly detailed the points 398 
he made in his prior public comment relating to the extremely heavy traffic and machinery that would 399 
be on Sheriff’s Posse Road, along with the type of uses that would be preferred in this area, instead of 400 
the proposed C-1 zone change. Mr. Cadigan once again stated that no evidence has been presented to 401 
support the change in neighborhood conditions that would justify a zone change.  402 
 403 
Commissioner Moreno asked staff if Venada Plaza, Spanish Bluff, and Sheriff’s Posse Road were all 404 
public roads.  405 
 406 
Ms. Shumsky stated that this was correct, that they are all public roadways.  407 
 408 
Chairperson Duran asked Mr. Calvert for a list of the equipment that would be on the proposed 409 
development. 410 
 411 
Mr. Calvert stated that the equipment would be wheel loaders, excavators, bulldozers, backhoes, skid 412 
steer loaders, concrete plants, concrete mixers, dump trucks, a semi-tractor, semi-trailers, flat bed 413 
trailers, cranes, forklifts, and pickup trucks. 414 
 415 
Chairperson Duran stated that a statement had been made about requiring motorists to use 528 instead 416 
of Sheriff’s Posse Road, and that is not an enforceable option.  417 
 418 
Commissioner Montaño asked Mr. Calvert about the type of lighting that would be used. 419 
 420 
Mr. Calvert stated that there would be typical LED Site light, shielded to prevent light pollution and 421 
light shining on adjacent properties.  422 
 423 
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No motion was made on this item, so Chairperson Duran informed the applicants of this, and that they 424 
are within right to appeal the decision to Town Council. Chairperson Duran asked staff to keep the 425 
Commission informed on if and when traffic studies are conducted on Sheriff’s Posse Road and US 426 
550, and if they are approved by the Town of Bernalillo, that they be brought to the Commission 427 
 428 
No Motion – Item Denied 429 
 430 
D. VAR 21-004 VARIANCE Michael Martinez and Dolores Bonilla (Property Owners) request 431 
approval of a Variance of 2' from the maximum allowed fence height of 4' within the front setback 432 
at 1242 Calle Madera, legally described as Old Sawmill Addition Block 6, Lot 2, located in Township 433 
12 North, Range 4 East, Section 6, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval 434 
County, New Mexico, zoned R-2 and containing approximately 0.076 acres (according to Sandoval 435 
County Assessor records). 436 
 437 
Michael Martinez stated that when they bought his house in 2019, the prior owners built a partial 438 
fence, and during this time Mr. Martinez stated that he put up a square where the water main is. Mr. 439 
Martinez also stated that the square that he put up is over 6 feet, and he was not aware that he needed a 440 
permit or variance until someone from the Town of Bernalillo came to his home and spoke with him 441 
about it. Mr. Martinez also stated that he is wanting to replace the fence because he has small children 442 
that are always outside. Mr. Martinez also stated that there is a park near his home, and there are a lot 443 
of weirdos outside, so he would like the variance for more privacy. Mr. Martinez referred the 444 
Commission to look at the pictures of his fence in relation to where it is on his property. 445 
 446 
Chairperson Duran asked Mr. Martinez about the fence height.  447 
 448 
Mr. Martinez clarified that he had a 12-foot gate, and if it is supposed to be 4 feet along the fence line 449 
to his neighbor’s home. Mr. Martinez also asked the Commission if his fence height was okay, or if he 450 
would have to cut it. 451 
 452 
Dolores Bonilla, the other applicant for the item stated that all of their neighbors are friendly with 453 
them, but since they are new they were informed that up the road there are some people that are 454 
registered sex offenders. Ms. Bonilla also stated that they have kids, and for the kids they’ve put up a 455 
pool in the front yard so they worry for safety of the kids.  456 
 457 
Chairperson Duran stated to Mr. Martinez that she didn’t know if he was aware of the different 458 
regulations for fencing in residential areas within the Town, but in the front yard, a 4-foot fence is 459 
what is allowed. Chairperson Duran told the applicants that she understood that he probably was not 460 
aware of that, but if he wanted more information on this it could be obtained from the Planning & 461 
Zoning Department. Chairperson Duran once again stated that a 4-foot fence is what is allowed by the 462 
ordinance. 463 
 464 
No motion was made on this item, so Chairperson Duran informed the applicants of this, and that they 465 
are within right to appeal the decision to Town Council. Chairperson Duran also let the applicants 466 
know that they are allowed to put up a 4-foot fence.  467 
 468 
Mr. Martinez stated, “Wow, that was a complete waste of goddamn time man.” 469 
 470 
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No Motion – Item Denied 471 
 472 

E. VAR 21-003 VARIANCE: Paul Liebert (Property Owner) requests approval of a Variance of 5'  473 
from the required rear setback of 10' at 865 S Camino Del Pueblo, legally described as MRGCD Map 11,  474 
Tract 14, located in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian,  475 
Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned C-1 and containing approximately 476 
0.300 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 477 
 478 
The applicant, Paul Liebert stated that his request was for a modification to the rear setback on the lot at  479 
865 S Camino Del Pueblo. Mr. Liebert stated that the lot has an egress, and access by the gate, but the 480 
location makes it challenging to drive into the garage. Mr. Liebert’s request was to change the back 481 
setback to match the side setback at 5 feet, instead of the current 10-foot setback. Mr. Liebert 482 
encouraged the Commission to refer to the pictures that he submitted, and if the Commission had any 483 
questions, Mr. Liebert stated that he was available to take them.  484 
 485 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion for approval of the item. 486 
 487 
During the motion, there was a public comment by Oliver Romero, so Commissioner Quintana withdrew his 488 
motion to allow Mr. Romero to make his comment. 489 
 490 
Mr. Romero stated that he supported Mr. Liebert’s request since he does agree that it would be difficult for 491 
Mr. Liebert to construct a garage with the current setbacks. 492 
 493 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion for approval of VAR 21-003 VARIANCE: Paul Liebert (Property 494 
Owner) requests approval of a Variance of 5' from the required rear setback of 10' at 865 S Camino Del 495 
Pueblo, legally described as MRGCD Map 11, Tract 14, located in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, 496 
Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian,  Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned C-1 497 
and containing approximately 0.300 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 498 
 499 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore, and it carried unanimously.  500 
 501 
Roll Call Vote:  502 
Chairperson Duran - yes 503 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 504 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 505 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 506 
Commissioner Candelario *record shows Commissioner Candelario’s vote was inaudible. 507 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 508 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 509 
 510 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 511 
 512 
F. CUP21-001 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: Elsie Cordova (Agent) on behalf of Sandoval Properties 513 
Inc. (property owner) requests approval of a Conditional Use Permit for New and Used Car Sales at 965 US 514 
Hwy 550, legally described as Tract 26, Section 30, Township 13N, Range 4E, New Mexico Principal 515 
Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned C-1 and containing approximately 516 
1.507 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 517 
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Record states that the applicant was not in attendance for the meeting.  518 
 519 
Chairperson Duran stated that this item was deferred from the April meeting, and placed on the May 520 
Agenda. Chairperson Duran also asked the Commission what their wishes were for this item.  521 
 522 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion for denial of Cup 21-001 Elsie Cordova (Agent) on behalf of 523 
Sandoval Properties Inc. (property owner) requests approval of a Conditional Use Permit for New and Used 524 
Car Sales at 965 US Hwy 550, legally described as Tract 26, Section 30, Township 13N, Range 4E, New 525 
Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned C-1 and containing 526 
approximately 1.507 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 527 
 528 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eichwald and it carried unanimously 529 
 530 
Roll Call Vote:  531 
Chairperson Duran - yes 532 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 533 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 534 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 535 
Commissioner Candelario *record shows Commissioner Candelario’s vote was inaudible. 536 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 537 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 538 
 539 
Motion Carried – Item Denied 540 
 541 
ITEM 7. COMMISSION BUSINESS 542 
a. Department and Projects Update – Ms. Shumsky provided the Commission with various updates 543 
regarding private developments and other projects occurring within the Town. 544 
b. Appeals Filed/Status – Ms. Shumsky provided the Commissions with updates on the appeals that have 545 
been filed with the Town Council 546 
c. Planning and Zoning Department Update 547 

i. New Home Occupations – As of agenda print date, the number of new home occupations, 548 
permissive per Zoning Code Sec. 18, is: 0 549 

ii. Building Coordination & Review – As of agenda print date, the number of building permits 550 
reviewed for zoning and floodplain ordinance compliance, is: 21 551 

d. Next Meeting – June 1, 2021 @ 6:30pm via WEB EX. 552 
 553 
ITEM 8. ADJOURN 554 
There being no further business, Commissioner Eichwald made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 555 
7:56 P.M. The motion was seconded Commissioner Montaño and it carried unanimously. 556 
 557 
Roll Call Vote:  558 
Chairperson Duran - yes 559 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 560 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 561 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 562 
Commissioner Candelario  *record shows Commissioner Candelario’s vote was inaudible. 563 
Commissioner Moreno - yes 564 
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Commissioner Montaño - yes 565 
 566 
Motion Carried – Meeting Adjourned 567 


